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=> Family Breakfast Pg. 2

= Micropantry Pg. 3

= Men’s Lenten Dinner Pg.5
=> Lenten Sharing Calendar Pg. 6
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MATTHEW 25

Mission Statement I

Empowered by the
Holy Spirit through
every aspect of our
lives, we strive to
become more like
Christ. Our purpose is
to praise and worship
God, support each
other as a family, and
reach out to others to
spread the
good News of our
salvation through Jesus
Christ!

FROM THE
PASTOR

Church Family and Friends,

For me, the past month has been a whirl wind of loss. First in Arizona, my
brother-in-law died following a month of recovery in the hospital from a heart attack.
Next, I received the call from Peggy on the passing of her mother, Joyce, a pillar of this
church. And finally, we flew home in time to be with my mother-in-law, Mary Ellen in
her last houts as she died in her home in Yorkville Cedarhurst. All three of these lives,
Dave’s, Joyce’s, and Mary Ellen’s make me think of Psalm 91...7you who live in the shelter of
the Lord. ..

5When they call to me, 1 will answer thens; 1 will be with them in trouble; I will rescue them and honor
them. 15With long life I will satisfy themr and show them my salvation.

I 'am also reminded that in our deepest grief, our deepest despair, God gives us the hope
we need to go forward.

Psalm 51:12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.

Need I say that I already feel like I am in the season of Lent waiting for the triumph of
the resurrection. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and it will soon to be upon us.

St. John’s Lutheran Church has graciously invited us to join them for at 6:30 March 5 for
their Ash Wednesday Service which will include communion. I hope you might be able
to join our good neighbors at this meaningful service.

Liuke 4 ']esus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, where for forty days be was tested by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those
days, and when they were over, he was fanished.

May we all enter this time of Lent led by the Spirit, facing our temptations, feeling hungry
for God in our lives. May we spend our 40 days (not counting Sundays) preparing our
hearts for the crucifixion, death and resurrection of our Lord. As you read this, we will
have flown back to Arizona to finish our rental time and get our car. I will be back with
you for the third Sunday of Lent, March 23.

Please remember March 23 is also the Sunday we will be changing our worship time to
10:30-11:30 a.m.. Please note that our fellowship time will change from after church to
before church. Plan on coming at 10:00 to enjoy a snack and drink with your church
family.

By grace together,

Laurie Walker, Covenant Pastor
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Family Breakfast

Please bring a non-perishable food item for the Micropantry.
S— 8:30 to 10 AM
== Saturday, March 15, 2024

Join us for a St. Patrick’s Day crafi. =

Please contact Bill & Joni Bratney
for more information of how to help. c;,_;

One Great

Missions

OF SHARING

Lenten Mission focus will be One Great Hour of Sharing. There will be coin collection fish banks, and a sharing

calendar.

Your donations will help individuals to access sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education and many
other opportunities. The three programs are Presbyterian Hunger Program, Self—Development of People, and
Presbyterian Disaster Relief.

"TRUST JESUS"

“Trust Jesus” that was the motto of Vacation Bible School last year, children were asked to write their prayet's to God that they had in their
hearts. We would help pray for them. Some children said gratitude and well wishes and concern for the Lotd's well-being. One for eternal
happiness.

Prayers for pets that were ill and another for help to be a responsible pet owner and another asked for a pet. Pets bring children
comfort and joy and help teach many lessons in life.

Some prayers tug at your heart, like the one for a dad and another for his dad back. We don't know the whole story, but GOD does. A mother
asking for prayers for her daughters for strength, peace and courage. All the parents and the kids were there to learn about God's love. A child
asks for his favorite book series. He has a love for reading that will maybe lead to a better reader of the Lords words. A child asked to be watched
over as they entered second grade. That can be scary. One kid asks for friends and another, for help with love, no sin, and God.

Another asking to watch over all who would be around the children during their school days from bus drivers to the crossing guards,
teachers, and janitors.

The motto is "TRUST JESUS " when we slip up. Let's raise all these prayers up to the Lord and trust that he knows how to help answer these
children's prayers. Roman's 8:28 God works for the Good of those who love him—these kids may not personally know God yet—but YOU DO,
and we have been called for his purpose. The Lord can intervene for these kids.

Ask for spiritual blessings to be placed on the kids. All it takes is 1 encounter with God to change a child's life. Ask for an encounter that will
change them. Anyone can be good, but Trusting Jesus is what we need to do. Vacation Bible School will be here before we know it. Let us pray
that the Lord brings all the children to hear his message and look into your heart and see how you can help God with his message. I trust
Jesus has amazing plans in-store this year, can he pick you to help out?

-
T keee you
bt T
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Micropantry

Winter weather—comfort food needs:
Cans with pull tabs to open will be helpful to those who don’t have can openers or are

% homeless. Yes, we have a few who are currently using Micropantry for meals, so be kind
= when talking or donating.
% Hearty Soups Canned tuna Stews Mustard
= Boxed meals Spam Tuna Mayo
B Fruits Stuffing Chicken Relish
Bar soap Boxed Meals Shelf stable milk Ketchup
Cake mix Cookie Mix Frosting Basic Biscuit mix

Basic hygiene items are always needed. Shampoo, deodorant, soaps, shaving cream, razors,
hand creams.

We have a temperature controlled cooler so bread, butter, milk, eggs and cheeses are
always a blessing to those in need. Thank you to all who help keep this Micropantry going
strong.

Helping Those in Need

I took a disabled senior to the Food Pantry last month. Are you aware that people can only go to the Food Pantry once a
month? For one person, you get 1 Ib. of ground beef, 4 pork chops and 3 cans of vegetables. You get a cart full of grocer-
ies, but then you have to hope you can make enough meals to last a month. I was able to see first hand ... its NOT enough
to eat for 2 weeks, if you're eating 3 meals a day. The food Pantry is helping subsidize meals, it cannot give everyone a
month’s worth of food. They are there to help the best way they can. Our Micropantry is helping those in need to try to
make meals every day also. Some skip medications to have meals.

This month, let us focus on condiments, seasonings and baking. It's hard to cook from scratch when you have no sea-
sonings or basics like flout, sugar, butter flavored shortening, ketchup, mustard, soy sauce, salsa, onion/gatlic
powder, chili powder, salt, pepper, butter and oil. So if you’re out and about, try to support the 2 Micropantries in our com-
munity. If you can grab a few of these items and place them in a pantry to help our community make meals with flavor and
fill in the gaps that are lacking. We can always use ANY non-perishable food items. Thanks for helping out those in our
community who need a boost. Have a blessed month. Thank you for being a blessing to those in need.

Jessica Cox:

Candy for Easter Eggs

For the month of March & April we will be looking for bags of individually wrapped candy
to help with our Easter Egg hunt we will do again this year. A basket will be placed inside
church for sweets. We have plenty of plastic eggs we just need candy! Thanks for your help.

Produce Sorting

Hands of Hope (Joliet Pick-up)
If you are able to help sort fresh

| March 7 and March 21 I produce or maintain the Micropantty,

please sign-up.

Pick-up dates— If you are able to go to

Joliet any of these dates and pick up free Tuesdays Produce
food for our pantry, please sign-up in March 11
Fellowship Hall. March 25
If you can help unload April 8
and stock the food items April 22

at 3 PM please sign-up. -
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Session Highlights

The Session of Mendota First Presbyterian Church met for their regular February 2025 meeting on February 18, 2025
at 7 PM at the church.

Kim opened our meeting with a devotion based on Romans 8:35-39, then led us in prayer.

Calendar: Communion will be served March 2. March 15 will be the pancake breakfast and St. Patrick’s Day craft.
PNC Report: Our MDP is ready to go. Earlville Presbyterian is working on their MDP. Pastor Laurie will e-mail
members of Session a copy of the MDP once it is ready to go so they can review it and approve/suggest changes.
Hope to get it live sometime in the month of March.

Presbytery Report: The meeting last week was all on-line. Everything went fine; all amendments were approved. Had
a speaker about church vitality—working to keep the church alive. Also talked about the family—church concept to
draw more families to worship.

Communications: 1) We received a letter from the Presbyterian Ministry of Encouragement and Support thanking us
for our gifts which were purchased from the Presbyterian Giving catalog—a share of a cow and a piglet. 2) Received a
note from Donna thanking Session for the Christmas bonus. 3) Received three communications from Donna: a) She is
working on elevator inspection, which is due in May. She has scheduled an appointment for the inspection for April
15. b) Surf will be connecting us to their internet and phone service as soon as the ground is soft enough. We will still
retain the Frontier phone contract for the elevator phone. c) Is wondering if there will be an ecumenical Ash
Wednesday service this year. 4) There have been letters in the Micropantry and cooler box from a family who
homeschools. The three children created worksheets of communications to the church as part of their studies. Jessica
had Keagon reply to the notes. He invited the children and mom to come check out our church. 5) Gary had an
interaction with a neighbor of the church . In an email Gary shared with the Session, he said, “I went by church after
work today and there was a Hispanic gentleman there with a snowblower cleaning the sidewalk and Westside entrance.
As best as I could understand, my Spanish is poor, he works parttime and when he is short on cash he uses the pantry
and this was his way of giving back.” One of the replies to this bit of good news was, “It is always encouraging to see
how we are making a difference in the lives of others! I’'m glad we’re able to help him, and that he is inspired to pass
the kindness along.”

Clerk’s Report: 1) Submitted Annual Statistical Report to Presbytery and General Assembly. 2) Session approved the
minutes from our annual congregational meeting in February. 3) It was the sad duty of the Clerk to report the death of
Joyce Burright on February 17.

Financial Report: Pastor Laurie presented in Peggy’s absence, commenting that our finances are in good shape, as
Peggy reported at the Annual Meeting.

Pastor’s Report: 1) MAMA is discussing an Ash Wednesday service. St John’s Lutheran is doing their own, which
anyone is welcome to attend. 2) Peggy is in conversation with Pastor Laurie re: Joyce’s celebration of life service.
Pastor would like any Joyce stories we have to share. 3) We discussed being part of the ecumenical VBS again this year.
Session is fully behind doing this.

Property and Maintenance: 1) pleased to say the snowblower is working well. 2) Regarding the gutter repair project
on the East side of the church. The gutter is underneath slate tiles which would suffer damage when removed.
Contractor suggests: On the section with bad gutter—remove tiles, replace gutter, replace with shingles, matching the
color of the slate as closely as possible. There would be an increased cost of $1700 to have this work done. Session
authorized moving forward with this plan.

Christian Education: The teachers are looking at trying 10-10:30 Sunday School when the worship schedule changes
March 23. We discussed the pros and cons of this.

Worship and Music: 1) first Sunday in March will be communion with Rev. David Spaulding. 2) Worship time
change will take place March 23. 2) Pastor Laurie’s covenant through March 2026 has been signed by Session. We are
thankful to continue in ministry under her guidance.

Evangelism and Outreach: 1) Laura Sutton would like to do a May piano recital Sunday May 11 at 2 PM in the
sanctuary. We will do this and offer ice cream and toppings after. 2 Jessica talked with Cathy Burke from FUMC
about working together on this year’s VBS. 3) She looked at projectors. The ones from Costco and Sam’s are not the
quality needed for the sanctuary. 4) Ege Hunt—will be offered to the community on April 19t at 10 AM. We will need
to advertise. Last year this was a great success. 5) Keagon would like to borrow a hymnal so he can practice playing
from it. Session gave consent. 6) Pancake breakfast—Discussed how to continue. 7) Pastor Laurie had a good idea
regarding publicizing scholarships for church camp, family friendly church times, vbs schedule—advertise these at the
Easter egg hunt.

Mission: Pastor Laurie is working on an email to send out to all the Kenya partners. We have been invited to visit
Kenya again. The group will be going in October.

Fellowship and Parish Life: everything is going well.

Respecttully Submitted,
Kim Marie Van Rheenen, Clerk of Session
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Gift of Prayer

Prayer Warrior’s
Pray daily for your secret Prayer Warrior. Maybe send a card from time to time to let them
know they are in your thoughts and prayers. If you want to leave a card or small gift, you
can leave it on the table in fellowship hall.
Evangelism and Outreach Committee

March Lectionary Readings

02 Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm99, 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2, Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)

09  Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16, Romans 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13

16 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Psalm 27, Philippians 3:17-4, Luke 1°3:31-35 or Like 9:28-36 (37-43a)
23 Isaiah 55:1-9, Psalm 63:1-8, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, Luke 13:1-9

30  Joshuah 5:9-12, Psalm 32, 2 Corinthians 5:15-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Kenyan Partnership

I'm glad this day to share the good news though your
support of PCEA MAUA Town Imenti North Presbytery
street children feeding and rehabilitation program. We have
been able to enroll two more boys to take mechanic courses
two weeks ago and they are doing well. Once again thank
you and God bless you.

Men’s Lent Dinner

Thursday, March 27, 6:00 PM

St. John’s Lutheran Church
607 1oth Ave, Mendota

Discipling the Generations

Faith is caught more than taught.
How are men called to share faith in Jesus
with younger generations?

Join other Christian men and young
people from area congregations for
fellowship, conversation, and of course,
eating! Men are encouraged to invite
youth and young adults to join them.

In our Deepest

Sympathy

Register at this QR link,
call 539-5626, or email
melissa@stjohnsmendota.org
by March 20th.

Joyce Burright

February 17, 2025 Pie Auction
. A pie auction and free will Recei f ie if
Peggy Etherldge’s Mom offering will benefit ygﬁi“c/gr?grreea[t)ifr:
Mendota Area Senior has atten fees
Services and the Mendota representing four or
Mary Ellen Walker Area Christian Food Pantry more generations! [ T~
February 22, 2025 Guest Presenter \

Donate a pie for
the auction!

Rev. Josh Ebener serves as Director for
Evangelical Mission (DEM) and Assistant to
the Bishop in the Northern Illinois Synod-
ELCA. As DEM, he is a key resource for
congregations and leaders seeking tools and
counsel for starting a new ministry or
revitalizing existing ministries. His role
focuses largely on mission development,
evangelism, congregational vitality/renewal,
missional vision/planning and shared/

Pastor Laurie’s Mother-in-law

Per Capita

2025 Per Capita

$44 per person yearly

collaborative ministry. Pastor Josh grew up in
Davenport, Iowa and has served
congregations in Long Beach, CA and West
Chicago, IL. He currently lives in Moline, IL
with his wife Paula and their three children,
Sofia, Stella, and Maria-Luisa.

The cost of this meal is
underwritten by the
Mendota Areca Ministerial
Association and a grant
from Thrivent Financial.
Donations are also
accepted.
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Easter Flowers to beautify the sanctuary!
{“ﬂ\

QY $14 Each

W

Tulip Lily Mums Begonia Geranium

In Honor of:

In Memory of:
With Thanks/Appreciation of:

Purchased by:

Deadline is March 30

Ve Blackhawk Presbytery
® €

‘(:.‘ ": i

'2* = Coffee in Your Corner

Please mark your calendars!

-
Your Presbytery Staff is coming to YOUR corner of the Presbytery
March 23, 2025 to have coffee with you!
- Join us Tuesday, March 11 at 10:00 am in Ottawa,
Fellowship 10:00 AM at Jeremiah Joe (807 La Salle St). We will be available to answer
. . questions, suggest resources for your congregation, or just catch up on
Worshlp will be at 10:30 AM what's happening. We would love to meet with pastors or leaders of your ¢
- congregation.
Second Sunday Breakfast 9:30 AM
“Everyone should believe in
something. | believe | will
have a cup of coffee.”

Weekly Coffee Hour Coffee Hour Second Sunday Breakfast
Please consider hosting coffee hour after :
worship on Sundays. 02 Suzan Wilburn March 9, Second Sunday Breakfast
Bring a simple dessert, make coffee, pour | |V Second Sunday Breakfast 9:00 AM
juice. 16 . . Please bring a goodie or
Cheese and crackers are supplied by the - Joni & Bill Braney 10 dish to pass.
Fellowship Committee. 30 We will provide drinks anq table service.

The sign-up is on the wall If you have questions,

outside the Kitchen. please contact Joni Bratney.
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Fellowship and Worship times change March 23
A 2025
)
- —L - B
Sun Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
p
; : St. John’s 10a “Fill My Cup” World Day of Prayer 11a Joyce
102 Worship/Communion 12:30 MAMA I ’ " Burright
i i : utheran . Office Closed
(Davuils.(l))gzldmg) Ip PEO Ash 6:30p Webelos lce Llose Celebration of
Annual Wednesday 12:30p HOH Pick-up Life
Congregational Meeting ; 3p Unload and stock
HOH foods
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
First Sunday of Lent
92 Second 10a Produce Office Closed 8:30a—10a
Sunday Breakfast Sorting 10a “Fill My Cup” Family Pancake
7p Session Breakfast &
10a Worship 6:30p Webelos Craft
(Cathy Burke)
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10a Worship Newsletter Office Closed
(Cathy Burke) Deadline .
11a FCHOWShlp 1230p HOH Plck—up
3p Unload and stock
102 “Fill My Cup” HOH foods
6:30p Webelos
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10a FCHOWShlp 10a “Fill My Cup” | 9 - Noon Office Hours
10:30a Worshi 1072 Produce 10 AM
) p Sorting 6:30p Webelos
(Laurie Walker) Newsletter
Folding
% 31
10a Fellowship
10:30a Worship
(Laurie Walker)




Online Giving

ol oten
Birthdays! iV %

w |

il
Birthdays -

01  George Pohl W

06 Emily Etheridge
08 Thomas Bratney
11  Cristen Minder
12 Jenilyn Roether

02
13  Betty Baumann 09
13 Jennifer Donahue 16
14  Karen Newberry ig

14  Gary Stevens
18  Patrick Goy
28  Michael Minder

PAGB 9

v/
7 éf Every Thursday
/// o2 at 10 AM
0 ,// A /‘// ‘// /) .
o . "//’//"? Come and gather with
A

us for tea,
coffee, hot chocolate
and conversation.

All are welcome.

Ushers

Kevin & Ann Goy
Bill & Joni Bratney
Ron & Melissa Blum
Faye Smith,

Kevin & Ann Goiy

Pianists

02 Peggy Etheridge
09  Jake Schmitt
16 Jake Schmitt
23 Peggy Etheridge
30 Laura Sutton

Continued Daily Prayers

Julius Hagan—Belgian Missionary  Fin (Pastor Laurie’s grandson)

Kenyan Partners

Angie (FFaye Smith)
Cassandra Jungnickel
Diane Moore

Dixie Tonozzi (Ray Swmith)

Janet Sutton

Jason

Jim Reilly

John Pohl

Margina & Larry (Kay Christen)

Mike Boyle

Pam Schmidt

Sarah Arter

Sandy & Donald Schultz
Cheri DeLong (Kay Christen)
Trisha Smith

Pulpit Supply February
02  Rev. David Spaulding
09  Cathy Burke
16 Cathy Burke
23 Pastor Laurie Walker
30 Pastor Laurie Walker

Income and Expenses at
First Presbyterian

January 2025
MTD
Budget $ 7,702
Income $14.315
Expenses $ 7,020
Reserves $-




First Presbyterian Church
1003 5th Street
Mendota, IL 61342-1911

P=== \Website: www.fpcmendota.com

Find us on:

facebook.

(815) 538-5603
Pastor: Laurie Walker (815) 274-3444

Label

10

Sunday Morning Worship 10 AM: In-Person and www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

Worship Time Change!
March 23, 2025
Fellowship will be at 10 AM
Worship will be at 10:30 AM
Second Sunday Breakfast 9:30 AM

WAPP)

(t.Patrick’s

Day



http://www.facebool.com/fpcmendota

